STAT

LRTICIE

_.C‘.z.i ‘i;_'uL Z . -,

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/09/02 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000505250118-6

RT THE DAILY NES
17 May 1981

A R
t

e wew e Sk

. 'Washxngton (News Bureau)-'rhe Reagan adrmnistratzon
* iz - drafting -a: secretstrategy to- use- Egypt and. other |

* moderate Aralr-states to. topp}e the regime’ of ibeyan

“siropgman Moamma: Khadafy th
yesterday. R . x LhE

Top Unmd.-Stztes offxcials have begnn descnbing Kha-
.~daty as a “cancer that has to be cut out;” according to one
- confidential ~souree. But: the effort 'to neutralize him, a

e’ Daxly News earned

‘. senlor Statabepmntoﬂlcia} insisted, would not take the

!orm of assassinatipm, [
Rather; ' the U8 wmﬂd»«encourage conse attve Arab

states that feel threatened by Khadafy, most notably Egypt,”
' to take action of theirown, eitherthrough direct invasion or

sponsorshnyoi a.coup. If the Arab attempt apueared to be
" near failure, the Ukwould provxde dn'ect assistance one
oftxcml mdxcated.

Even though. assassmatxon 1s ruled out, t.he wﬂllngness
i to move against: Kbadafy sxgmhes& return 16 practices of:
- the 1950s and 1860s; whencthe: U.S.; either directly or |
. indirectly, intervened to alter ﬁleleadershxp of Guatemala,
the Dommican Repuhlxc Sonth Vietnam and the Congo In,

2

Ny .. w,--._;.-\-‘-‘—af~ ""- ‘.""-
1973 the USs: was widely suspected of bemg behmd the
Chxlean army’s M‘cessml‘putsch agamst Marxlst Presxdent
- Salvador Allende. - RS i

. THE orznam&camsr Khadafy would be done in"

2 such a way that the U.S. woutld be able to claim that it was

not directly involved: But senior administration officials
‘are saying privately: that-the U.S.. would give direct
. assistance to thesArab-states to-make sure that it succeeds..
 The mercurial, 33-year-o}d Khadafy is a particular source-
of anger and concern for Secretary of State Halg. “Halg

. regards Khadafy; like Castro, as. essentlally inimical o our |

; ‘national ‘Interest,” xsenior official sald. -
L < But while Halg has-drawn the line at. attempting another

vy “{nvasion of Cuba;:the. administration is willing to assist

Khadafy's opponentsm the Arabworld to topple the beyan
leader B sl

Egypt's- medeut Anwar Sadat has been the most
_ out_spoken enemy of Khadafy, but in recent months Egypt
. has been joined.by Saudi Arabia and the Sudan in its
i opposxtion to Libya. Egyptian forces were recently reported
tto be maneuvering on-the beyan border, where major
afxghtmg broke out-in-1977. - :
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' ki3l Fidel Castro and Congolese leftist:

'I‘he US. just:ﬁes..its current, multlbxllion-dollan arms ¥

prog'am to Egypt-—$900 'ixﬁu};;-"i:
“arms "sales this: year. alone, ‘with de-’
hvenes .of F-16 jet fighters and M-60

tanks'ln the works—on the- round of

i LAST ‘WEE‘{, THE LAST remaimng "
- 27 Libyan diplomats in. the U.S:, left:
--Washington at the State Department's:.
= order. Executives from about-50.U.S. -
- -firms were advlsed to - withdraw “as”
.; ‘many of. their 2,000 Amencan em-
¢ ployes in Libya as possible.: .
“# -In" previous-. adminlstratxons the |

s

+- Central Intelligence Agency plotted to

. Prime Minister Patrice Lumumba. It
- also played an indirect role in the:
.- pssassinations of Dominjcan President -
= Ratael - Trujillo, South  Vietnamese
.. President Ngo Dinh Diem and Chilean
..army general Rene Schoneider; aecor-
_-wdmg to a 1875 report by the Senate
* Intelligence - Committee:- - In. 1973,
- allegedly with CIA assistance, the Chi-"
> lean army deposed Marxxst Pres?

~Salvador Allende, who reportedly com~ |
mntted suicide while under siege. = =

“-But-a-senlor administration: official
; saxd President Reagan would never]
rauthorize- a political assassination,
even thougn the CIA’s cover-action
capacitles are currently being restored.

I . Khadafy has been accused by the
: U.S. of supporting international terror»
ists including the notorious “Carlos™;
of -murdering -7 politicals;: opponents
‘throughout the world; of threatening‘
;Egypt and the Sudan; .Invading Chad;:.
fmancing Pakistani and Iragi efforts to-
buﬂd nuclear weapons, and provlding
the Soviet Union with 8~ dangerous-

proxy force” in the Middle East. -

T THE 45,000-MAN Libyan army has:
"been armed by the Soviet Union since. |.
1973, and about 2,000 Soviet military.
advisers are in Libya. Khadafy's arse-;

"nal is. estimated at $12 billion,- and ]
yincludes: the latest T-72-Soviet. tanks
and Mig alrcraft. *

*1 At the same: time ‘Libya-has pro—
rvided the U.S. with about 10% of its -
total oil imports. Khadafy has.used the.
‘revenues he recelves from the-U.S. to
buy So¥iet weapons but he'insists that
“he ia not a stooge of the Soviet Union
and wants.to-be friends with the U. S.t-




